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f Where are ﬂowers for Angle"

TWO years ago, six hunteys were tragmally '

. killed in Sawyer County.. .
The outpouring of support and compassmn

_from this and many other communities was

. inspiring. Businesses displayed signs and cross- |

* s, letters to the editor were written, and.
acknowledgements-and funds poured in.
Hundreds of “remember the hunters” stlckers i
‘are still evident on cars and trucks.

And now a beautiful park
memorial has been dedicated
in Rice Lake, A great and wor-
thy tribute, I believe.

But where are the. ﬂowers
for Angie?

- Last year, Cameron experi-
enced a homecoming tragedy. .
--Again, local communities rose :
‘to'the crisis, showering sup-

port, love, flowers.

Where are the flowers for

Jo
Pehshek

% “find the flowers. .
.- Next May, Natlonal.'- ‘

“Angie?

~ This past spring, a young boy ched in Rice’
Lake — the result of an accident. Letters were -
(and still are) written, flowers left, a-community
grieved. A wishing well remmded usa boy s life
was cuf short. e

There hasbeen media. coverage as pohcres

L

are reviewed, and parents, residents and rela-- .

tives push for safer streets. All meamngftﬂ trlb-
~utes to a life ended tragically.

Where are the flowers for Angle'r‘

In May;, a little glrl from a nearby town dred as:
the result of restraint while participating in ther-
apy at a Rice Lake clinic to bétter prepare her for-

school. To my continued amazement and drsbe- :
lief — the community has remained silent. "
There have been no’signs, no letters, no vigils,

.cate some type of

no pubhc show of grief or.support for her famlly
(yes, “foster families” are families), no bumper .
stickers or wishing wells. T don’t understand

. 'Where are the flowers?

Wisconsin Famﬂy Ties (WFT) would hke to

. change that, WFT is a statewide nonprofit orga-

nization run by families for families that include.

" childretirand adolescents who have emotional,
" behavieral and mental health disorders.

Children and adolescents with mental health
problems are the most underserved disability

group, and probably the group with the most -

stigma attached. Still, about 12 percent of chil-

dren under 18 nationwide — 7.5 million to 9.5
:million — have problems that warrant mental
health treatment

] Wisconsin Family -
Ties is in the beginning
" | stages of planning a
memorial for Angellika

“'It’s not too late to" _

Children’s Mental Aradt. i you:have ideas,
“Health Awareness | nput or funds you'd like
- Month, Family Ties . | toshare, please.contact
" ‘would like to dedi~ . | Pelishelat jopel.uft.

' @chibar_dun_.net.
memorial to -

"Angellika Arndt, ‘while at the same time raising
- -awareness of the needs:of children and farmhes -
wn‘_h mental health issues.

Is it possible to still show compassron in hon-
oring Angie, as we have for others? Or will she

- " and her family, like many people with mental
- health problems, be ignored and forgotten?

 Pve seen this community rally before, and 1

_want to believe that a little girl who liked to play,I

was. loved and cared for, will not be forgotten.

' Come on, Wisconsm . where are the flowers?
Pehshek of Rice Lake, is a.family advocate

: 'for Wrsconsrn Famﬂy Tres .



