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A young teen girl wakes up screaming from nightmares and wets the bed almost every night; another young teen girl turns over a table at school and hides behind it telling everyone to get away; a 13 year old boy wants to kill himself  because he feels he is going to be abused;  a mother finds her son with scratches cuts and bruises on his face and arms;  another finds the same on her daughter who is also complaining of back problems.  Lastly, a 7 year old is air lifted to a trauma unit and is pronounced dead.

Were these children in need of protective services?  Were they out of control children that should have been locked up and the key thrown away?
No, they are children just like my adopted children who have experienced trauma in their lives.  These behaviors, injuries and the death are, I believe, the result of a treatment model that failed them. 

Am I just an over zealous advocate going after “legal rights”?  No, I am a parent who has children just like these.  They have experienced past trauma, abuse, before becoming a part of our family.  They also have other disabilities which make for a more complex situation.  

I understand a child who gets the giggles and wiggles, needs many reminders to complete a task, or just doesn’t understand what they were told.  I also understand the anger outbursts that appear to have no reason and end just as unpredictably as they started.  My heart breaks knowing my child is unable to express the hurt, pain, and trauma of the past.  I invest everything I have to make sure they can get services that have a positive impact and help heal the trauma and hurt.  

I hope you take time to get to know and be a friend to a child who has a disability or has had trauma or abuse in their life.  They need friends, they need understanding, they need you to invest yourself in them.  Then you will see through the hurt and pain, a wonderful child who is trying to bloom.  Then you will be willing to invest your all to make sure this child has the supports and services they need to grow and bloom.
As a parent, my heart breaks whenever I hear how we failed another child. As an advocate, my job is to make sure we don’t fail again.
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